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active
learning
 
 

If you are looking for ways to increase engagement and retention
in your courses, consider trying one of the examples below.
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What does this 
mean for our

students?

https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/active-learning/


What's Wrong with this Example?
 
Provide students with an example and have them work to
determine what is incorrect.  Students are much harsher critiques
of others' work than they are of their own.  Once the mistakes
have been uncovered, explain to the students why each component
is incorrect.
 
This activity can be done in groups or individually. 

Ask yourself...
 
Are there ways I could enhance my class to
allow my students to be co-constructors
of knowledge to increase their
engagement and understanding?

Fish Bowl
 
Students are given index cards and asked to
write down one question concerning the
course material. 
 
At the end of the class period, students
deposit their questions in a fish bowl. 
 
The instructor then draws several
questions out of the bowl (either then or
at the beginning of the next class period)
and answers them for the class or asks the
class to answer them.
 
 
 



Carousel Background Knowledge Probe
 
Before introducing an important new concept, subject, or topic,
allow students to respond to questions that will probe their
existing knowledge of that concept, subject or topic.  To do this,
post those questions around the room and have students write
their responses as they circulate through the questions.
 
This activity can also be used as a formative assessment method.
 

Remember communication is important.  Communicate to your
students the purpose of these active learning activities and help

them understand their value for learning and retention.

Education in Action
 
Click the picture to the left to
see active learning in action
 
 
 
 
 

Application Cards
 
After teaching about an important theory,
principle, or procedure, ask students to write
down at least one context-specified
application for what they learned.
 
 
 
 
 

Watch this
Video

http://blogs.ubc.ca/wpvc/video-05-an-active-maths-class/

